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Since the 1980s, there have been a variety of software products on the market which can be classified under the general heading of Personal Bibliographic Software.  All of these products perform the same two basic functions: they allow the user to maintain a database of bibliographic references and they permit the generation of a bibliography containing some or all of those references. Among others, Glaser  has provided a good summary of the products currently on offer.
Substantial developments have taken place in the functionality of personal bibliographic software. Today it is not difficult to find a product that can automatically import references from a database and format both in-text citations and a list of references in a wide variety of styles.

