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Puzzle for March 6, 2002

 

A company by the fictitious but real-sounding name of PC Surveys sent me a program that collects statistical infor-
mation about the programs I use, the frequency with which I use them, the commands I execute within them, and the 
size of the documents I use them on. When enough data is collected, the program will connect to the PC Surveys web 
site, and download the data using an enciphered link. The program would continue collecting and transmitting this 
data for a year. In exchange, each month I would receive a gift worth $10, and after 1 year they would give me a game 
of my choice (list price not to exceed $39.95).

Two of my children think this is a great idea. My spouse, and my other child, think it isn’t.

1. What do you think?
1. If it’s a bad idea for me to install this program, what could the company do to convince me it’s okay?


