ECS 153, Computer Security Fall Quarter 2006

Puzzle for October 16, 2006

During the depths of the Great Depression, Grouch Marx and his brothers went to Central Park in New York
City. They tried to sell money, asking everyone they met to purchase a $5 bill for $1. No-one bought; everyone
they asked looked at them like they were crazy, or asked what was wrong with the $5 bill. Eventually, a
policeman came over and, when they made him the same offer, arrested the brothers on suspicion of
counterfeiting.

Why do you think the Marx brothers couldn't find a buyer? What does this inability say to an attacker who is
planning how to attack a computer system? What does it say to a system administrator seeking to defend her
system?
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